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President’s Message  
 
Dear Friends of AMIGOS, veterans, 
volunteers, and parents: 
 
     In preparing for this year’s recruiting 
season, I have been thinking about what 
makes AMIGOS unique from the other summer 
abroad experiences available to students.  
Between foreign exchange programs, summer 
language schools and church-sponsored 
building projects, today's students have many 
choices.  What distinguishes AMIGOS from the 
crowd? 
     First, the typical AMIGOS volunteer 
journeys to a small rural town in need of 
development assistance.  Many foreign 
exchange programs send students to live with 
wealthy families in large urban areas.  In 
AMIGOS, the volunteer experiences life as 
much of the world does, often living in houses 
without cement floors, indoor plumbing or 
reliable electricity.  Small town life, however, 
offers the possibility of developing close family 
ties and personal friendships, of being a 
significant part of a community that embraces 
the volunteer. 
     Second, AMIGOS is a true language 
immersion experience.  Neither the host family 
nor any members of the community are likely 
to speak any English.  Church-sponsored 
building trips often involve a group of 
volunteers who speak English among 
themselves, lessening the need to truly learn 
the language.  AMIGOS volunteers usually 
return from their summer abroad with excellent 
conversational Spanish or Portuguese. 
       

     Third, AMIGOS volunteers plan and
implement a meaningful, community based 
development project. Volunteers meet with their 
town leaders, decide what is most needed, and 
work to accomplish that goal.  AMIGOS 
volunteers develop initiative and leadership skills 
while providing a service to their community that 
is truly valuable and worthwhile.  No summer 
language school can make such a claim 
    Finally, AMIGOS has been sending young 
adult volunteers to Latin America for 40 years.  
AMIGOS has an outstanding record of safety, a 
loyal group of veteran volunteers, an expanding 
base of new volunteers, and an experienced 
staff. 
     The AMIGOS experience is truly unique.  
Despite the plethora of choices for today’s 
students, it will remain at the top of the list for 
those who want to combine a meaningful 
community service experience with language 
immersion, and leadership development.  
Participating in AMIGOS changes the lives of 
many volunteers, giving them new skills and a 
new perspective on the world. 

 
Brent Chalmers 
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2005 Winning Photo of the Year 
submitted by Sheri Vogt  

BOARD ANNOUNCES WINNERS 
of the  

 
Portland Chapter  

2005 Photo and Essay Contests 
 

Each fall, the Portland Chapter of Amigos de las Americas, requests entries from recent 
volunteers for its annual photo and essay contests.  We are proud to publish this year’s 
winning entries and congratulate vets Sheri Vogt, volunteer in Azua, Dominican 
Republic, whose photograph is seen below; and Jessie Rehms, volunteer in Paraguay, 
whose winning essay begins on the next page. Capturing the essence of cultural 
experiences, sometimes in stark contrast to their lives here, sometimes reaffirming the 
continuity of human experience, these submissions demonstrate the profound impact of 
the AMIGOS volunteer experience. 
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2005 Winning Essay of the Year 
 
 

Awake in Paraguay 
 
     A hallucination in the night.  Morning?  Mourning.  Lights turn on.  Sun comes up.  Voices 
rise. 
 
     I awake to a steady rainfall, unsure of my position in a thick dark veil.  Looking up at the 
ceiling, or at least what I believe to be, could be the floor.  My hands are invisible so there’s no 
telling up from down. 
 
     They say she was there for five or six years: stuck in her bed.  Already decaying.  Perhaps 
already dead.  Her spirit, her stench lingering in forgotten corners of the thatched roof, residing in 
the termite holes and the back of the wood fired stove.  Now she was out, free.  Her body 
positioned in the entry-way, making its final journey. 
 
     A white cloth covers her body, shrouding her face.  A countenance I never saw, something I can 
only imagine.  Decades of wrinkles fill my mind, black dead eyes covered delicately with crepe 
paper lids.  A parched mouth half open, drawing in a final breath for eternity.  This is what I can 
only dream; instead there is a finely threaded fabric.  Black flies zigzag over the white, creating a 
dissension between the cloths pure, pale presence. 
 
     The only color is the bouquet of soft flowers behind her supposed head.  I wonder if it is for the 
smell- to mask death and to make the ceremony more bearable for the living spectators.  We all 
watch and wait, hoping and dreading for a final sign of life from the lumps under the cover.  None 
come.  None have for some time. Missing this the guests laugh, they talk, they sip terere, celebrate 
something else, something that is not gone.  Suddenly the light air is overcrowded by chants of the 
“Hail Mary” and the solemn whispers of prayers my foreign ears cannot comprehend.  Instead I 
recognize something else; a spirit rising above it all.  An entity uplifted by the murmurs.  But still 
the people’s eyes focus on something that is gone, that left previously.  
 
     In the small gathering I notice a young woman.  The light hits her face exposing youth and 
beauty.  Her hands hold a baby, immune to the incident, impartial to death.  The baby clings to her 
breast with a will to survive, to grow.  The woman does not let the squirming child break her 
concentration on the prayer and the body before her. 
 
     As the prayer comes to an end the gathering splits in half, separation after a motion at the chest 
as a sign of last respect.  On the woman’s death table, her daughter stays.  Her head hangs as if 
there were no muscle and a small cross becomes imprinted on her forehead.  I look back one last 
time as I slowly return to my home.  Walking with a mother and her child I witness tears dry and 
laughter commence. 

by Jessie Rehms
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OUR AMIGO, MAX  
 
Who's Max? Max Campos is our four-time 
AMIGOS volunteer, four-year board member, 
go-kot-totin’, computer-savvy website 
wrangler and apparent Training Director-For-
Life! (Wishful thinking by us on that last one.) 
Max has been a remarkably strong, dedicated 
and multi-talented member of our Chapter 
since he found his way to Portland in 2001, 
joining our Board soon after. When we needed 
a new Training Director (TD) three years ago, 
Max took on the job along with Ann Griego, 
another young Board member and AMIGOS 
veteran.   
 
As Co-TDs, Max and Ann were a remarkably 
effective training team – we heard lots of 
compliments from our volunteers and from 
their parents, too. “Fabulous! We were the best
trained vols on our project – no kidding,” came 
one representative veteran comment. When 
Ann went back to school a year ago, Max took 
over and soloed as our TD, applying his 
experience and personal strengths to further 
elevate the quality of the training program. 
Says Ann: “Max does an incredible job as a 
trainer. With the volunteers, he always strikes 
the right balance of play, humor, and 
seriousness.” Moreover, Ann notes that she is 
“impressed by how hard Max has worked to 
involve veteran volunteers in training. Within 
the organization, Max is recognized as a real 
leader among the trainers. I count myself 
incredibly lucky to have been able to work with 
him.” His fellow Board members concur. We 
have seen Max become ever more professional 
and organized and capable while retaining that 
special persona that connects so well with our 
volunteers: “Max didn't only teach me how to 
succeed in my AMIGOS experience, but he 
made training fun…. I think that he makes such 
a good training director because he cares so 
much about AMIGOS and puts so much energy 
into the training activities,” says one 2005 
veteran. And from another 2005 vet: “Max's 
enthusiasm is only matched by his strangeness, 
in a good way.” Well, there you have it, from 
the people who know.    
 
How and why did Max become involved with 
AMIGOS and eventually – to our good fortune 
– find his way to the Portland Chapter?   
  

 

Max Campos - Training Director 
Portland Chapter AMIGOS de las Americas 
___________________________________  
 
 
Youngest of three boys with an Anglo 
mother and a Hispanic father, Max was 
raised in an English-speaking household, but 
had an extended family that spoke most 
comfortably in Spanish. During family 
events, Max had to ask his father what his 
grandmother, who spoke only Spanish, was 
saying. One day at school he attended a 
presentation from two AMIGOS veterans 
and became interested in this “crazy and 
random” possibility. So in 1995, at the age of 
16, Max made his first trip to Latin America 
as an AMIGOS volunteer with the Houston 
chapter. That summer he participated in the 
teacher housing project in Costa Rica and 
giving a few charlas [on dental health & 
personal hygiene]. Max recalls that only after 
completing his first AMIGOS adventure did 
he build the confidence to speak Spanish 
with his extended family for the first time.  
 
Max started “college” two years ahead of 
schedule by entering a special program for 
“nerds” (his word) at the University of North 
Texas, a program intended to develop 
talented young engineers. During his first 
year at UNT, Max again 
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became an AMIGOS volunteer, this time as a 
Correspondent Volunteer. Fortunately, through 
working to upgrade the IO website, Max received 
special IO funding to volunteer in Paraguay that 
summer, where he says he gave “hundreds” of 
charlas (mostly dental health, personal hygiene, 
AIDS education and teaching English).  
 
Back at UNT that Fall, Max became president of 
a club that he transformed from one focused on 
Hispanic student issues to one that promoted 
broad awareness of cultural diversity on campus. 
After finishing two years at UNT, Max headed to 
the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
where, effectively a junior after one semester, he 
majored in computer science. One year later that 
old itch struck again: Max successfully self-
nominated to be on AMIGOS project staff and by 
summer was en route to Ecuador to be a field 
supervisor.   
 
Max’s experience in Ecuador was quite a 
challenge. It was a “restart” project in a province 
where the indigenous people were rather skeptical 
of AMIGOS. It was tough on the vols, who 
struggled to find their role, and that in turn made 
it tough on the staff.  Nevertheless, 
commercialization (produce sales), small animal 
health, gardening and other healthy households 
projects were undertaken in five host 
communities, and Max emerged smiling and 
somehow inspired, because after taking a 
semester off to earn money for college, Max 
became an AMIGOS supervisor again the 
following summer (2000) in Oaxaca, Mexico. 
The Oaxaca project, comprising three towns 
taking part in an ecological latrine & stove 
project, was a breeze compared to Ecuador. 
Max’s “route” of volunteers shared several 
picnics together and had plenty of good times –
they even had their own T-shirt,       
 
After debriefing in Mexico, Max headed back to 
Champaign-Urbana and finished up his studies by 
Christmas break. Having slept through and 
missed his last final exam, Max flew to the Bay 
Area to visit a friend and to scope out where he 
wanted to live after graduation. Disappointed 
with the busyness of the bay area, Max was 
receptive when a 

Max Campos, presenting a charla as an AMIGOS  
volunteer in Costa Rica. 
_______________________________________ 
 
friend recommended Portland. That December, 
he headed north to check out Portland as a 
potential next home. It rained every day and [yet] 
he loved it here. Max was attracted to the “liberal 
tinge,” ”smaller town feel,” and “natural beauty,”
among other things, so he gathered his belongings 
and moved just a few weeks later, in January, 
2001. And we’re so glad that he did!   
 
Max says that his AMIGOS experiences provided 
him with the confidence to take on challenges, 
and it set him on a “new and different path.” He 
used to be “shy and reserved” (Oh, sure, Max). 
He’s now the only one in the family who resides 
outside of the state of Texas. He had the 
gumption to start up two small businesses on his 
own.  He only cut his hair once in nine years, and 
again recently – whoa!  Max says that his own 
personal growth from AMIGOS is what inspires 
him to stay involved, to help to pass the 
experience on to others, now ten years after 
volunteering for the first time. He is truly an 
AMIGO to the Max! 

                                                  D. Pribnow 
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President-Elect visits Panama 
Peggy Bartelt, Board member & parent of Rose Hungerford, veteran volunteer and Program Supervisor, has been 
elected to succeed current President, Brent Chalmers, beginning Fall of 2006.  She visited Panama in July of 2005.  
      Hurricanes and other natural disasters have always been a challenge to the human population.  2005 presented 
our country with challenges and new questions about response and “being prepared”.  Hurricanes, however, were 
the last thing on my mind as I prepared for a trip to Panama this past summer. As an AMIGOS de las Americas 
Board Member, I was invited to spend a week in Panama with Chapter Board Members from across the country, to 
see AMIGOS in action.  I myself spent little time preparing for the trip, unlike the volunteers who have several 
months of very specific training exercises.  Travel arrangements, accommodations, schedules, had been taken care 
of.  I was excited to meet other board members and “connect” the Amigos experiences of training with the actual 
projects, as well have time to share and see how other chapters worked.  I appreciated that “someone” had done the 
travel preparation, arranged schedules, transportation and “room and board” for me.   It was apparent that that 
“someone” had been hard at work planning, organizing and preparing for the Board, Volunteer and Supervisor trips 
for some time. In Panama, I saw that this “someone” is many, and that planning and preparation are principle parts 
of the organization, as are evaluation and setting goals for improvement.  Health and Safety are priorities as are the 
connections and communications in place across the Americas supporting a strong foundation to this organization.  
AMIGOS goals include creating effective partnerships and programs that strengthen community development in 
Latin America, build on volunteers’ skills and abilities and inspire participation.   I am inspired!  While in Panama 
I was able to see the many levels of the organization working together. International Office Staff, 3 levels of 
Supervisory Staff, Volunteers, Host Families, Panama Partner Organizations and Community Leaders were all in 
direct communication with plans, back up plans and ongoing evaluations. Of course there was plenty of “go with 
the flow”, and I saw that this is where the seeds of leadership are planted and nurtured.  Partnerships, ideas for 
community projects and sustainable relationships were sprouting from these seeds.  Plans for the next week, the 
next year and hopes for the future were part of the trip as was the opportunity to observe volunteers, community 
members and supervisors collaborating on community service projects and sharing cultures. 
     Since the summer trip I’ve also traveled to the Annual Meeting in Houston.   Hurricanes were in the headlines 
and almost interrupted the annual meeting, but Houston, and Amigos de las Americas survived.  At the Houston 
Annual meeting I reconnected with chapter leaders I met in Panama.   I heard more about the challenges and 
successes that came with the past summer, and with individual chapters’ efforts at recruitment, fundraising, & 
training.  The evaluation data compiled, the lessons learned, the recognitions and awards went on despite 
hurricanes. Project Directors, Assistant Directors and Staff, as well as International Office Staff, Board and 
Foundation Members shared, discussed and went right on planning and preparing for the next year.  I now have 
met new Portland area families that will send another group of volunteers to an AMIGOS Project next summer. It 
is good to know that those seeds, planted within the structure of AMIGOS, are there.  I know that someone at this 
moment is preparing and planning for the next challenge, supported by a well-established framework of the 
AMIGOS de las Americas Organization. Hurricanes will come again, and Amigos will continue to prepare and 
meet the challenges, planning and preparing future leaders of the Americas...are you prepared to join us? 

Board News 
The Board says a fond farewell and muchas gracias to Sharon Fausel, Shawn Miller and Lesly Sanocki. We thank each of 

them for their commitment and contribution to the Portland Chapter.  
Please join us in welcoming new Board Members: Jean Malarkey and Michele Kohler 

 
2006 Portland Chapter Board Members: 

Carol Arland, Peggy Bartelt, Max Campos, Brent Chalmers, Mark Cooksey, Karen Dulley,Michele 
Kohler, Jann Lane, Shan Leonard, Jean Malarkey, Dave Pribnow, Sally Stevens, Linda Strahm, Patte 

Sullivan  
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Fall Recruitment Update 
 
Recruitment this fall has gone very well, thanks in 
great part to the efforts of Shan Leonard, Board 
member and parent of veteran Hannah Kamsky ’04, 
’05.  When the Board learned late this past summer 
that our previous recruitment committee chair was 
resigning from the Board, Shan stepped up to take 
on the Chair role. Despite the short timeline, Shan 
put together a complete and busy schedule of high 
school Spanish class visits, information sessions 
and international nights, and also worked with 
several community newspapers to run articles 
describing Amigos and the service learning 
opportunity it provides for local youth. School 
presentations were made at Lincoln, Grant, 
Cleveland, Jesuit, Tigard, Franklin, to name a few. 
Veterans Lee Chapman ’04 and Ashley Semler ’05 
worked with the Tualatin Valley Cable Television 
community access to produce a two-minute public 
service announcement on AMIGOS. The “psa” ran 
throughout the fall  and will continue through the 
first part of the new year. You can catch it on the 
west side Comcast stations 23, 27, 30.  
 
As the newsletter goes to press, the summer 2006 
“class” of 28 volunteers has been selected and 
training is well under way. Thank you to all of the 
Vets, Parents and Board members who helped out 
with the recruitment process this fall. We are 
looking forward to another great year of training 
before sending these newest recruits and returning 
vets on to their summer adventures.   
 
The fall citrus sale is complete and before long, 
tulip bouquets will be on sale. Friends of AMIGOS,

Returning Vets Reflect on Summer ‘05 
 
The Portland Chapter sent 4 veteran and 16 
first time volunteers to 7 Latin American 
countries last summer.  Below are just a few of 
the comments and reflections of these 
volunteers: 
“Anyone excited and curious about being 
immersed in another culture for a summer is a 
perfect candidate for AMIGOS…I really felt 
like I returned to the states a different person 
because I had such a complete and full 
experience.  I did everything from teach in the 
elementary school about deforestation and re-
tile the kindergarten floor to cook empanadas 
with my grandma and dance cumbia at my 
neighbor’s house in the evenings…” Kate
Edstrom, Costa Rica 
 
“I decided to participate in AMIGOS because it 
seemed like an opportunity to do something I 
would otherwise never do. And it turned out to 
be just that. I have been a Volunteer twice, and 
each experience opened up a new world for me. 
I now feel like I have a home in Mexico and 
one in Panama…” Ashley Semler, Panama 
 
“I remember the first day I was in Hato del 
Padre, D.R. I felt like an outsider, I didn’t 
know the people I was living with, I wasn’t 
accustomed to the food or the bathing 
situations. Then, by the end of my summer, the 
people that I was living with became my 
family. ...The most important part of AMIGOS 
for me was the cultural exchange…It was by 
far the most important, memorable summer of 
my life.” 
Sheri Vogt, Dominican Republic Thanks so much for your support of 

our annual Citrus Sale! 
 
Annual TULIPs Sale 
is coming in March 
Please check         

www.portlandamigos.org  
for dates/info 

 

Max and friends at final retreat in 
Molalla 
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Service Learning ~ Spring 2005 
A special partnership 

  
Last spring, the Portland Chapter of AMIGOS strengthened its relationship with 
Hacienda, a local service organization, by staging an Earth Day celebration at the 
Los Jardines community in Portland. The AMIGOS volunteers gained authentic 
experience prior to their departure to Latin America by presenting a variety of 
educational activities or “charlas” on topics of environmental concern.  The day was 
filled with casual conversation, charlas, games, and of course, a shared meal of 
pizza and pop.  This special day was in addition to the ongoing weekly after school 
computer and homework help the AMIGOS volunteered for throughout the spring.  
The picture above shows volunteers Kelsey Koprowski, Maya Rivera, and Sheri 
Vogt, enjoying the lunch break with youth living at Los Jardines. 
 

The Portland Chapter of AMIGOS de las Americas wishes to thank 
the many continuing friends of this great organization who 
continue to support our efforts. In this edition, we wish to thank, in 
particular: the Hacienda program for the opportunity to work with 
Los Jardines and its other programs for service learning; TVCTV
for producing and sponsoring this fall’s public service 
announcement on its community access channels; and the Albina 
Rotary for its support of our scholarship program.    

MUCHAS GRACIAS!  THANK YOU!  
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